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Happy New 
Year 

 

Airport Temporarily Closed 
again this winter 

 
The twelve inch blizzard that hit 
Iowa this month has temporarily 
closed the airport.  It will take a 
tractor with a nine foot blower to 
blow the drifts off the runway.  
The first snow, right before the 
blizzard was perfect.  There was only had an inch and no drifting.   Normally, if we can see the 
grass peaking through the snow, the runway is good to go.  The last pilot that flew off   the 
airport the day before the snow said the runway seemed to be frozen.  We hope it stays frozen 
until we can blow it.  If the ground thaws the tractor and blower can do damage to the runway.  
Some years the lush green runway can look like a vast wasteland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Aviators of the Past 
 

We all knew Cliff Knippel as an officer in the Dyersville National Bank 
and the American Trust Bank in Dyersville. Cliff was a mild mannered 
gentleman who spoke quietly.  But in his younger days Cliff knew what 
had to be done and did it aggressively.   During WWII, Cliff saw the war 
from the turret of a B29. 
 
Cliff served in the Army Air Corps as a remote control mechanic and a 
turret gunner on the B29 long range bomber.  At the time, the B29 was 
the biggest airplane in the world.  His responsibilities included checking 
the electrical system, testing the accurate firing of the guns, and keeping 
the remote 
control 
system 
operational.  
His B29 
crashed at 
Tinker Field 
outside of 

Oklahoma City, OK while 
attempting to make a forced 
landing.  The pilot was killed and 
the co-pilot and navigator died 
later.  Cliff’s eyebrows, eye lashes 
and hair were burned, but 
otherwise he was ok.  He had the 
opportunity to leave the service 
after the crash but his love of flying 
was so strong that he chose to 
remain on active duty until the war 
was ended. 
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Pilot Philosophy 
 

Aircraft Identification:  
If it's ugly, it's British.  

If it's weird, it's French.  
If it's ugly and weird, it's Russian.  

 
Without ammunition, the USAF would be just another very expensive flying club.  

 
 
 
 

USA Today Article 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
This article was given to me by Fred Lansing.  He saw this in the “USA Today” and thought it 
was interesting.  This country would run a lot slower without small airports.  How many airports 
in Iowa have commercial carriers taking on passengers?  Not very many.  But little airport are 
bringing business executives (most business aircraft require a 5,000 ft. hard surface runway) 
and industrial personnel to these communities. 
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